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WELCOME 
Ross Sloan, 

President of the Rotary Club of Asheville
 

PLEDGE AND FOUR WAY TEST
Maxine Parsons-Kogut, 

Member of Teachers of Excellence Committee 
 

INTRODUCTION OF DIGNITARIES AND GUESTS
Janet Whitworth, 

Past President & Treasurer of the Rotary Club of
Asheville

 
DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF TEACHERS OF

EXCELLENCE AWARDS
Linda Nelson, 

Member of Teachers of Excellence Committee
 

RECOGNITION OF TEACHERS
Ross Sloan, 

President of the Rotary Club of Asheville
 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
David Mans, 

Chair of Teachers of Excellence Committee 
 

MEETING ADJOURNMENT
Ross Sloan, 

President of the Rotary Club of Asheville



Heather Gast is in her 10th year as an educator and is currently
teaching kindergarten at Weaverville Primary School. She is a firm
believer in making every child’s first year of school a memorable

experience where they engage daily in hands-on activities and always
feel loved by their class family. She maintains a class garden and

composting worm pets that her students care for weekly together. 
Heather was Weaverville Primary Teacher of the Year in 2018 and the
Mix 96.5 Teacher of the Month in March 2018. She received a Box Top

for Education National Recognition award in 2020, and is being
recognized as the Box Top for Education Teacher of the Month

 in January 2023. 

Born in Greece to educator parents, Susanna Cerrato grew up in
Massachusetts and then moved to NYC for college at Barnard and

NYU. Later she moved to Asheville in 2016, where she has taught at 
Ira B. Jones Elementary as a 3rd grade teacher ever since. Susanna was
named Asheville City Schools District Teacher of the Year in 2020 and
as the 2021 Burroughs Wellcome Fund NC Western Region Teacher of

the Year.    In these roles she has spearheaded the creation of the
district's inaugural Educator Advisory Council, formed the Western
Region Teacher Leadership Council, and serves on the NC Teacher

Advisory Council and the Advisory Board of the North Carolina
Education Corps. 

 Aimee Gaston is a teacher at Hominy Valley Elementary School. 
At the end of this year, she will have completed 23 years of teaching

in Buncombe County Schools.  After graduating from Enka High
School, and UNCA she began her journey as a teacher at North

Buncombe Elementary. During her time there, Gaston was awarded
National Board Certification and later took a teaching position at

Hominy Valley. She has spent the last 17 years teaching kindergarten
at Hominy Valley. Gaston believes that education is her calling 

and the work of her heart. 

This school year marks Jennifer Gortney's 26th year as an employee of
Buncombe County Schools. After graduating from Converse College in
Spartanburg, SC, she began teaching at Johnston Elementary and then

Fairview Elementary. Gortney taught Kindergarten and first grade
before settling into second grade for most of her career. Early

mathematics education is her passion, and she is pleased to serve as a
school and district math team representative. Additionally, she enjoys

deepening her own learning by mentoring colleagues
 and beginning teachers.

 

This year marks Robin Floyd’s 30th year in education. She graduated
from Carson-Newman, and began teaching first grade shortly after.

She obtained a Master's Degree from the Citadel and functioned as a
CBE Evaluator for her district there. Since moving to North Carolina

17 years ago she has taught fourth grade at Woodfin Elementary
during which time she was named the Erwin District Teacher of the
Year. She is a past recipient of the Teacher of the Year at ACES and

currently serves on the School Improvement Team. 



Thank you for joining us at the inaugural Teachers of
Excellence Awards Program. The goal of this program is to
foster and encourage excellence in teaching and reward

dedication to education in the Asheville City and
Buncombe County School Districts. The Rotary Club of

Asheville demonstrates that the community cares deeply
about the quality of public schools by acknowledging

exceptional teachers who deserve recognition. 
The Club funds awards of $2,000 each to five Teachers of

Excellence. The selection process began with thirty
teachers nominated for the award. Each nominee and their

nominator submitted essays that were reviewed by the
selection committee consisting of three Rotarians and the

presidents of the Buncombe County and Asheville City
Schools Foundations.  The committee selected ten 

semi-finalists, each of whom were interviewed. After these
interviews, the five Teachers of Excellence were chosen.

Our children and their futures are shaped and educated by
the innovative, hard-working, and caring teachers who
have dedicated their lives to bringing enthusiasm and

expertise into the classroom each day. 
 

Congratulations to our 2022 Teachers of Excellence!
 

Committee:
David Mans, Chair

Tom Cannon, Donald Cameron, Mark Chase, 
Christy Cheek, Callie Davis, Tom Leavesly, Linda Nelson,

Maxine Parsons-Kogut, Copland Rudolph, Jennifer Soster,
 Sandra Smith, Glen Wilcox & Janet Whitworth

 
 


