
     
     
   

 
 

 
May 1, 2026 

  
 
 
Dear Friends: 
  
I am happy to announce that my office is once again participating in the Congressional App 
Challenge, and I invite all middle school and high school students from New Jersey’s Sixth 
Congressional District to join. As Ranking Member of the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, I have seen how critical innovative technology is in creating new industries and 
opportunities for all Americans. 
  
The Congressional App Challenge is the official computer science competition of the House of 
Representatives. Since its inception in 2013, winning the Congressional App Challenge has grown to 
become the most prestigious prize in computer science. Over 30,000 students have participated in 
the Congressional App Challenge across 335 Congressional Districts in 50 states and five U.S. 
territories. My office has participated in the Challenge since 2017, and I have always been amazed by 
your students’ creations. This is an excellent opportunity for students that are from traditionally 
underrepresented communities to explore and develop their skills in STEM, coding, and computer 
science. 
  
Apps can be about any theme or topic and students can use any programming language, and 
although apps can include Artificial Intelligence (AI) in design, apps cannot be created by AI. 
Students can participate as individuals or in teams of up to four. Interested students can register to 
participate by visiting the Congressional App Challenge website where the rules, prizes, and past 
winners can be found here: https://www.congressionalappchallenge.us/. 
  
All apps must be submitted before 12pm EST on October 28, 2026, to be considered for our 
in-person competition for the top ten entrants, which take place in early December 2026.  
  
I look forward to seeing what your students create. For any questions or concerns, please contact 
jael.davis@mail.house.gov or call 732-249-8892. 
  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
            

  
                                                            FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
                                                            Member of Congress 
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